
 
 

April 27, 2022 
 

The Honorable Rosa L. DeLauro         The Honorable Kay Granger  

Chairwoman            Ranking Member  

Committee on Appropriations          Committee on Appropriations  

U.S. House of Representatives          U.S. House of Representatives  

Washington, DC 20515           Washington, DC 20515 
 

Dear Chairwoman and Ranking Member, 
 

I am requesting $100,000 in funding for Ready4Work - Mental Health Services Enhancements in fiscal 

year 2023 through the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Service Administration account.   
 

The entity to receive funding for this project is Operation New Hope located at 1830 North Main Street 

Jacksonville, Florida 32206. 
 

The funding would be used to enhance their existing Ready4Work Mental Health Services by supporting 

direct client services, training, prevention, stigma reduction, and advocacy. With this funding Operation 

New Hope would add another full-time Licensed Mental Health Counselor to their staff of three. This 

will allow their counseling team more time with each client to better identify, address, and treat the 

client’s needs. Additionally, this will allow for more frequent and diverse group counseling sessions, 

including mental health workshops, AA meetings, client/buddy support for new clients, yoga, and art 

therapy. Funds from this grant will also support specialized training certifications for their mental health 

team so that we may offer more treatment options. Lastly, funding from this grant will enable them to 

provide resources to their clients and the community focused on prevention, stigma reduction, and 

mental health advocacy. 
 

I certify that neither I nor my immediate family has any financial interest in this project. 
 

Sincerely,  

 
Al Lawson 

Member of Congress  


